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MEETING MINUTES 

 

Seismology & Structural Standards Committee 

Structural Engineers Association of Northern California 

 

Time: 5:30 – 7:00 pm 

Date: Tuesday, March 24th, 2009 

Location: DeSimone Consulting Engineers 

 160 Sansome Street, 18
th

 Floor 

 San Francisco, CA 94104 

 and on Webex 

 

 

Chair: Nicolas Rodrigues  

Vice-Chair: Geoff Bomba 

Past-Chair: Andy Fennell 

 

In Attendance: 

 Nic Rodrigues (NR) nrodrigues@de-simone.com 415-398-5740 

 Geoff Bomba (GB) geoff@forell.com 415-837-0700 

 Jasper Chau (JC) jdchau1@gmail.com 415-369-9100 

 Anindya Dutta (AD) adutta@sgh.com 415-343-3057 

 Bryan Cortnik bcortnik@hohbach-lewin.com 650-617-5930 

 Dave McCormick dlmccormick@sgh.com 415-343-3032 

 Yoshi Oritatsu yoshioritatsu@lifttech.com 925-997-3821 

 David Ojala dojala@de-simone.com 415-398-5470 

 Dennis Lau lau@forell.com 415-248-3043 

 Mark Gilligan (MG) mark@gilligan.name 510-548-8029 

 Stephen Chee Stephen.chee@hilti.com 415-265-3017 

 Martin Walker mwalker@fugro.com 510-267-4493 

    

via Webex 

 Doug Hohbach Armen Shamamian Ryan Kiersting 

 Ali   

 

1. Chairs Announcements: 

1.1. NR announced that topics to be discussed include the use of Appendix D for 

ASCE 41. 

1.2. NR announced that Martin Walker is now the new chair of the New Ground 

Motions Subcommittee.  Congratulations Martin! 

2. Discussion of Past Meeting Minutes 
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2.1. AD summarized the use of Appendix D and ASCE 41 where current findings 

show that Appendix is too strict for use with ASCE 41, especially when the 

0.75 factor is included for the anchor designs.  Other findings show that 

anchor bolts designed a few years ago would not work if Appendix D is used 

in lieu of the older design code. This topic should be brought up to the 

Existing Building Committee to see if they have encountered this problem 

before.   

3. Review of Past Minutes: 

3.1. Meeting minutes for January were reviewed and approved.   

4. New Ground Motions Subcommittee 

4.1. MW announced that the new BSSC NHERP 2009, precursor to ASCE 12, will 

have an article on risk based ground motions.  MW will try to have 

Abrahamson as a guest for discussion on DSA/OSHPD ground motion topics.  

DSA will impose Next Generation Attenuation relations on Geohazard reports 

submitted to DSA for review.   

5. Update for Seismology/Building Official Forum 

5.1. GB summarized a list of topics for the Building Forum which includes R-

Factors, Appendix D, Special Inspections, Structural Observation, and Soft 

Story Strategies.   

6. Social/Team Building Event Wrap Up 

6.1. NR gave a brief recap for the event.  The event went well and the attendance 

was great.   

7. February State Seismology Recap 

7.1. NR Announced that ICC published the Blue Book.  MG is the ICC Committee 

Chair.  The Light Frame Subcommittee to publish a Blue Book article on 

anchor bolt testing.   

8. Subcommittee Reports 

8.1. Steel Subcommittee:  GB summarized current work in the committee which 

includes continued work on Smart Memory Alloys where a newsletter will be 

published soon. 



 Submitted by Nicolas Rodrigues, Chair 2008-2009 

SEAONC Seismology –Meeting Minutes Page 3 of 3 

8.2. Code Advisory:  AD announced that June 1
st
 is the day for code change 

proposals.  James Lai to address Light Frame on Appendix D.   

8.3. Wood-Subcommittee:  NR announced that Andy Fennel and Gary Mochizuki 

sent wood reports on soft story and cripple wall retrofits that will be included 

in ICC AC322.   

8.4. New Grounds Motions:  MW summarized how NGA is going into NHERP 

provisions.    

8.5. PBD of Tall Buildings:  NR summarized a baseline document where current 

findings show a lot of divergence.  The highlight of the next September 

Convention Article is on tall building design.  Jason Krolicki to attend a peer 

review meeting in April with other building officials.   

9. New Business/Open Discussion/Next Meeting 

9.1. No meeting to be held on April.  Next meeting to be held on Tuesday May 

26
th

, 2009.     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Nicolas Rodrigues 

Chair 2008-2009 

 


