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SEAONC, as an organization concerned with public safety and the professional practice of structural engineering, recognizes that structural plan checking, if properly performed, is an effective aid to achieving building code conformance and therefore protecting the life safety of the public. Presently there are wide variations in the quality and effectiveness of plan checking in California, depending on the building type and jurisdiction. 

SEAONC take the following positions associated with the provision of effective plan checks:

1) All buildings should be plan checked, including government-owned buildings and single- family residences.

2) Jurisdictions should adhere to standardized submittal requirements for documents submitted for plan checking so that sufficient information is provided to perform a quality plan check. These requirements should be readily available to the public. Jurisdictions should reject submittals that do not meet the standardized requirements.

3) Plan checking should be performed in substantial conformance to the Guideline for Effective Plan Checking (ICC Tri-Chapter document)

4) To help ensure that an effective plan check is performed, the plan checking function should be insulated from political pressure and either be performed by or managed by a licensed professional engineer. In the case of government buildings, the plan checking function should not be under the control of a person or agency directly responsible for budget or schedule.

5) Plan checking is most effectively performed by a licensed engineer with practical design experience. For most types of buildings, an engineering background with design experience is necessary to perform an effective plan check. 

a. For buildings where prescriptive provisions are appropriately utilized, such as buildings designed using the provisions for conventional light-frame construction, an effective plan check can likely be performed by an individual with a thorough understanding of construction.

6) An effective structural plan check involves the plan checker gaining a comprehensive understanding of the gravity and lateral force resisting systems, including the connections. In addition, the plan checker should have sufficient expertise to approximately verify the input and output of computer programs utilized.

