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San Francisco Adopts Seismic Experts’ Recommendations for High-Rise Buildings.

San Francisco, CA, June 21, 2007 -- San Francisco’s Building Inspection Commission has adopted an administrative bulletin that provides technical guidance on the design of tall buildings to withstand earthquakes.  The bulletin is the result of an intensive volunteer effort over the past nine months by a specially formed task group of Structural Engineers.

The group of engineers was assembled by the Structural Engineers Association of Northern California in September of 2006 at the request of the City’s Department of Building Inspection.  The task group was led by Dr. Joseph Maffei, a practicing structural engineer in San Francisco who has carried out expert seismic reviews of new tall buildings for a number of West Coast cities.

San Francisco’s new bulletin, formally called Requirements and Guidelines for the Seismic Design and Review of New Tall Buildings using Non-Prescriptive Seismic-Design Procedures, addresses a type of seismic engineering called “non-prescriptive” or “performance-based”, in which the Structural Engineer uses advanced methods rather than following a prescriptive set of building code rules.  In cities where earthquakes are a threat, the non-prescriptive approach is increasingly being used by Structural Engineers for buildings taller than 240 feet, for which the approach can lead to safer and more economical designs.

The new bulletin requires that engineers specifically identify how the building will dissipate earthquake energy in the structural members that support the building.  The bulletin also provides guidance on the state-of-the-art computer simulations that are increasingly used by Structural Engineers to assess how a building will respond to different possible earthquakes.  In addition to technical requirements, the bulletin outlines a process for the Peer Review of each tall building by an independent panel of three seismic experts.

Dr. Maffei was joined on the task group by Structural Engineers Michael Gemmil, Ronald Hamburger, Neville Mathias, Mark Moore, and Jeff Taner, as well as Professor of Structural Engineering, Dr. Jack Moehle. 

For Interviews with one of these structural engineers, please contact Patricia Coate, PR Contact for SEAONC, at 415-309-2231 or call the individual engineer directly.
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