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Structural Engineers Say MacArthur Maze Repair Possible in Eight Weeks

May 2, 2007 – San Francisco –Structural Engineers who are taking the lead on investigating the damaged MacArthur Maze say that the repair could be completed in as short a time as eight weeks.   What’s more, the basic design and material specifications for the replacement road, the first step in the repair process, could be ready in as little time as one week.  

They were referring to the section of I-880 where it passes beneath eastbound I-580 in Oakland.  Both roads were damaged when I-880 collapses last Saturday night as a result of an intensive fire caused by an overturned gasoline truck. 

According to Reinhard Ludke, a prominent Bay Area structural engineer and spokesperson for The Structural Engineers Association of Northern California, (SEAONC), “If everyone cooperates, the damaged spans of 580 and 880 can be totally repaired by the end of June.  This will allow commuters and truck drivers to resume using these highly traveled roads just after the beginning of summer.” 

The operative words, he added, are “if everyone cooperates.”  “This includes the government, the private sector and the public at large, all of whom have a vested interest in getting the roads back into operating condition as quickly as possible.”

Mr. Ludke added that the following scenario is very doable:

-- Complete structural design specs during week one.

-- Specify steel beams and commence steel fabrication during weeks two and three.

 

 -- Erect steel during weeks four and five.
 

 -- Pour concrete decks and railings during weeks six and seven.
 

 -- Open roads to traffic during eighth week.
 

Other suggestions that could help improve this repair process, according to SEAONC, include:

-- Select an experienced contractor.

-- Negotiate time and costs pricing with bonus incentive for early completion. 

-- Eliminate red tape.

-- Accelerate environmental review while still assuring compliance with best practices.

-- Schedule 24-hour, seven-day workweeks, if required.
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