ReadMe File for the SEAONC School Presentation

July, 2007

Thank you for requesting this SEAONC School Presentation!  

This document provides helpful information about this presentation. Please read it before presenting the contents to your audience.
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1. Contents of CD
This disk contains 7 files: a ReadMe file (MS Office Word), one School Presentation file (MS Office PowerPoint), and four Sample_Activity files (MS Office Word), Video file.

2. Purpose of Presentation
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an introductory explanation of the structural engineering field to students.  In addition, group activities are included to be a fun demonstration of structural engineering ideas or tools.

3.  Presentation Outline
The presentation consists of a PowerPoint slide presentation and a group activity.  The group activities are related to some aspect of structural engineering, and may be done either before or after the slide presentation.  Please check with the teacher or other school representative to determine what order is best for your particular audience.
4.  Intended Audience

The primary audience is intended to be middle school or junior high students (grades 6 through 9).  This presentation may also be used for high school students or freshman level college students.  Please keep your audience in mind when giving the presentation and facilitating the activites!  Technical terms and detailed explanations may be confusing to a younger audience, but may be interesting to a more mature audience.  In addition, different activities may be appropriate for different age groups, or may be modified to fit the audience as required. Please check with the teacher or school representative to determine the most appropriate group activity.

5.  Materials Required
A computer and a projector are required for the powerpoint presentation.  SEE SAMPLE ACTIVITY SHEETS FOR REQUIRED ACTIVITY MATERIALS.  Please check with the teacher or school representative to ensure that the materials will be provided for you, or arrange to bring the materials with you.  

6.  Time Required
The total presentation, including the group activity, is designed to take approximately 35-45 minutes.  The PowerPoint presentation takes about 15 minutes (about 1 minute per slide).  The group activities take 10-20 minutes, depending on the activity.  Please check with the teacher or school representative or teacher to ensure timing is appropriate.  

7.  PowerPoint Presentation Instructions
Speaker notes are included for your use with every slide. Please read the speaker notes before presenting.  You are also invited to add your own pictures or ideas that you think would be beneficial for the students and make the presentation more personal. For instructions on using MS Office PowerPoint, please use the program Help feature.

8.  SEAONC Contact Information

For additional information, please contact the SEAONC office at (415) 974-5147.

